
 
 
 
How to Use LED Strip/Tape Lighting In and On a Boat 
 
 
Whether your boat is a pleasure cruiser, a skiff or a barge it is possible to add illumination to the 
interior and the exterior with LED boat lighting. For those who enjoy fishing at night 
boats can be fitted with discreet 12 volt LED strip lights that will offer illumination within the 
craft, yet won’t disturb the water with unwanted reflection. LED boat lighting is achieved with 
effective waterproof 3M adhesive 
tape that backs a series of 60 
individual LEDs per metre. You can 
affix a small area near to where you 
prepare your hooks, perhaps above a 
seat or the lid of a tackle box to find 
all the things you need. The lights 
come with a power supply that takes 
up only a little room, which could 
easily be accommodated. 
 
For sailors who spend days and 
nights on board, LED boat lighting is 
an ideal solution for providing 
illumination where storage and display space is at a premium. Lengths of LED boat lighting tape 
could be adhered to the under surface of units in a cabin, or within coving channels, eliminating 
the need for occasional or fixed lamps that can take up precious space. Boat LED strip lights are 
available in a variety of convenient lengths, from 1m to 5m, which have cut off points every 
50cm for appropriate application.  
 
Both the interior and the exterior of your boat can benefit from the installation of 12 volt LED 
strip lights. Any exterior application will require the waterproof version, but this doesn’t 
compromise your options. The same colours are available as well as the popular colour change 
boat lighting for a brilliant attractive effect. This lighting can be set to whatever series of colour 
changes through red/green/blue in whatever combination and duration you choose – and all 
controlled with an infra-red remote control. You can change the lighting sequence any time you 
want. 
 
Some commercial customers find that the colour changing lighting strips are very good for 
sending a ‘message’, perhaps relating to whether the owner is in or not – a handy way of letting 
callers know you are not on board, or to advertise any services by incorporating the colours into 
their timetable or schedule of different trips, outings or activities. For leisure time and those in a 
party mood, we have supplied some customers with the colour change type of lights for use on 
the deck area which creates lovely effects at night particularly if they are in a marina and have the 
lights twinkling through the different colour combinations. 

http://www.deslamps.co.uk/
http://www.deslamps.co.uk/interior-led-lights-led-strip-tape-lights-c-1172_1173_1193.html
http://www.deslamps.co.uk/5-metre-waterproof-blue-led-tape-kit-p-8058.html
http://www.deslamps.co.uk/waterproof-colour-changing-c-1172_1173_1193_1521_1530.html


 
All that’s required to have your LED boat lighting up and running is a power source. You 
connect the strip directly to the 12 volt DC battery and series combinations are possible to design 
as the tape can be cut at 50cm intervals and be run from an independent on/off switch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a plan in mind, why not discuss it with us and we can ensure you get the best advice 
on installation and ideas for positioning for best effect. Longer runs of boat cabin LED lighting 
are available up to 72m as a bespoke option and of course, if you have personal requirements 
with specific measurements, we can offer a tailored service. 
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